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CLASS XII: HISTORY OF PUNJAB 
(c.1450-1966 CE) 

 
 
I. Politics, Society, and Religion in Punjab (c. 1450-1550) 

 
1. Introduction 

2. Political Developments and Administration 

3. Islamic Society 

4. ‘Hindu’ Society 

5. Islam: Sunnis, Shias, and Sufis 

6. Brahmanical Religious Systems: Shaivism, Vaishnavism, and 

Shaktism 

7. New Religious Movements: Goraknathi Jogis, Vaishnava Bhakti, 

and ‘Bhagat’ Kabir Ji 

 

II. Guru Nanak Dev Ji (1469-1539): A New Religion and a New Panth 

 
1. Introduction 

2. Denunciation of Contemporary Politics and Government 

3. Critique of Contemporary Social Order 

4. Response to Contemporary Religious Systems 

5. Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s Religion 

6. The Sikh Panth 

III. Development of the Sikh Panth (1539-1606) 

 
1. Introduction 

2. Composition of Gurbani 

3. Compilation of the Adi Granth 

4. Institutional Developments under the Successors of Guru Nanak 

Dev Ji 

5. Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Ji 
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IV. Confrontation with the Mughal State (1606-75) 

 
1. Introduction 

2. Guru Hargobind Sahib’s Response to the changed situation 

3. Interference by the Mughal Rulers in the Affairs of the Sikh Panth 

4. Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 

 

V. Guru Gobind Singh Ji: Creation of the Khalsa and its Aftermath 
(1666-1708) 

 
1. Introduction 

2. Martial and Literary Activity (1680-98) 

3. Creation of the Khalsa (1699) 

4. Battles over Anandpur 

5. The Battle of Chamkaur, and the Martyrdom of the Sahibzadas 

6. Negotiations with Aurangzeb and Bahadur Shah 

7. Commissioning Banda Singh, and the last days 

 


